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Pure glycerin is not necessary in the preparation of black-
ing, the crude brown glycerin, obtainable from candle works
at a low figure, being quite suitable.
A large number of blackings present the defect of yielding
a polish only after they have been brushed for a long time.
This can be remedied by rubbing a little fat on the leather
before applying the blacking, or else by mixing a little oil
(refined fish oil for choice) with the blacking itself.
With regard to the consistency of blacking, different
users vary in their ideas on this point, some preferring^ a
serni-fluid preparation, whilst others prefer it to be very solid.
The consistency can be easily modified from one extreme to
the other by suitably varying the proportions of fish oil and
water.
Since it is to the maker's advantage to sell blacking as
soft as possible, the following recipes have been compiled
with a view to yielding this class of product. The finished
product may, however, be thickened if desired, either by
increasing the proportion of bone black or by evaporation.
The former method is the cheaper, but the second gives
very fine and uniform products.
The concentration of the blacking by the aid of heat is
highly recommended when the preparation of very fine
grades is in question. Flat, enamelled pans are used, and
the mass is kept stirred, since otherwise it is liable to burn
and acquire a very disagreeable smell.
Vienna Oil Blacking:—
Bone black
Syrup
Sulphuric acid
Fish, oil    .
Water
Soda
 10
10
5
20
4
2
This blacking, excellent in all respects, is prepared in the
following manner: The bone black, acid, and syrup are
agitated together in a lead-lined iron vessel, until the mass
is uniform and exhibits a glossy black surface when left at
rest.
The soda is dissolved in a little water, and is boiled with
the fish oil in a pan, with constant stirring, until a thick

